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lmost a century ago, American writer
Henry James said, “It is art that makes

life.” And those words still ring true today.
From time to time, each of us has been moved
by a painting, a poem, or a piece of music. Art
heals, enlivens, builds, and inspires.
The profound powers of art are recognized
in the mission statement of the Louisiana
Division of the Arts, “The arts are an essential
and unique part of life in Louisiana to which
each citizen has a right...”
Since its creation in 1978, the LDOA has
worked as a catalyst, supporting the classical,

Shreveport Regional Arts Council, UNSCENE!
On the Cover: © Detail of restored Health and Happiness mural by
Conrad Albrizio, 1963/2015, PFA

contemporary, and traditional arts. It
encourages artists and arts organizations
to inspire a community’s social, economic,
and physical futures by understanding the
importance of each place, their heritage, and
culturally significant traditions.

The LDOA carries out its mission in a variety of ways:
supporting arts organizations that are well established
and those just getting started, providing assistance
to individual artists, increasing attendance at artistic
events and involvement in the arts. The LDOA’s efforts are
supported by the Louisiana State Arts Council. Composed
of two dozen citizens from across the state, the Council

© Detail of Louisiana Wetlands, by Francis Pavy, 2011, PFA

furnishes a valuable public perspective.
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The Louisiana Cultural Districts program is helping to
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when local governments work across sectors
with neighborhoods, artists, businesses, and
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creates economic opportunities and training
for public art artists and related industries. Over 211 works
of art have been placed in 27 facilities across the state.

citizens to make places better.
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The Louisiana Folklife Program

Decentralized Arts Funding (DAF) provides a system
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through organizational support and project assistance.

includes the arts and
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General Operating Support is provided to established
nonprofit 501(c)3 arts organizations that help to create,

