The Parts of a National Register Nomination

Experienced consultants will have developed them methods for organizing
and writing National Register nominations. We hdpefollowing information will help
those writers attempting the process for the finse.

In addition to the fill-in-the-blank portions ofd@lNational Register form, a
nomination includes two narratives. The first (@hhis located in Part 7 on the form) is a
physical description of the candidate. Calledgaificance statement, the second
narrative (which is located in the form’s Part 8ates the reason(s) the writer believes
the candidate to be eligible for listing. Both naives must contain numerous specific
pieces of information, as related in Bulletin 16 Mow to Complete the National Register
Registration Form. Additionally, the federal reviewer in the NataiRegister Program
at the National Park Service has certain contepéetations that we strive to meet.

Before you begin writing your significance statemdook at those for all the
properties in the candidate’s parish and/or allsinglar properties in the state. You may
get ideas and even sentences or paragraphs thaagaise in your write-up. There is no
need to rewrite something already satisfactoriljgtem. These nominations can be found
in the Division’s online National Register Databashich can be reached via the
following URL: http://www.crt.state.la.us/dataprojects/hp/nhl/madsp

The following content suggestions, learned throyggrs of experience, reflect
the successful approach to nomination preparatiactiped by the Louisiana Division of
Historic Preservation’s National Register program.

Part 7:
Physical Description of Candidate

First paragraph:

Historic Name of Property

Construction Date

Style Designation

Location

Brief Description of Setting

Construction Material

Number of stories

Last sentence: statement that, despite whategeartiblems are (briefly refer to
them, i.e., alterations, additions, etc.), the propremains eligible for NR
listing

Second paragraph:



If the property has been moved, that needs tadmeisised up front. Describe:
Original setting
New setting
Emphasize similarities
Describe how move was accomplished, i.e., whatdeag to the house in
order to move it. For example, perhaps the rod reaoved or the
building was cut in half. For a smaller buildiqggrhaps it was moved all
in one piece. Itis important that Washington ustind that the building
was not completely disassembled and reassembled piepiece on the
new site. The latter is considered a reconstruotélding and is
ineligible. It is also important to stress thag tiew site is still an
appropriate location for the candidate. For exasnpmee the Les Chenes
Verts and Reymond House (both East Baton Rougsiarominations in
our National Register Database.

Descriptive paragraphs:

Description of stylistic features, exterior antemor
Description of floor plan

Discussion of alterations:
Mention all the important alterations.
Group like things together to make this groujterhs seem shorter
We don’t include things like electrical, plumbjrigVAC, and changes in
roofing materials (unless, for the latter) ticeual pitch of the roof
has been changed.
For examples, see any nomination prepared af@$ kDour National Register
Database.

Assessment of Integrity, Including Mitigation oft@tations

“Integrity” means retaining historic appearancatenials, location and
associations.

“Mitigation” means telling why the alterations avet as bad as they seem and
why they are not significant enough to prevenirigsthe candidate on the
Register. For example, you might say:

“Although the columns are replaced, they are exapies of the originals
as shown in a c. 1900 historic photograph.”

If you can’t mitigate something, you make a staatiike this:

For an architectural case: “The loss of the mwis is regrettable but all
the other important architectural features thatgboute to the significance



of the building remain intact.” For an exampleg she Dixon House
(Ascension Parish) nomination in the National RegiDatabase.

For a historical case: “There is no doubt thatsone from the historic
period would recognize the building if he visitéx tsite today.” In fact,
this sentence should almost always be includedantitigation statement
for historical nominations. For an example, seeBhrr's Ferry
Earthworks (Vernon Parish) nomination in the NatidRegister
Database.

Concluding Statement of Integrity/Mitigation Paragin:

Confirm that enough integrity survives for propextyrepresent whatever
case you are making. Confirm that the propergnigppropriate
candidate for the National Register. Use words fétrong”,
“appropriate,” “excellent”, etc. If the propertyda weak technical case,
use something like “viable” or “legitimate” candida

Part 8:
Significance Statement

First Paragraph of All Nominations:

Name of Property
Level of significance (local, state or national)
Applicable Criterion (A, B, C, D or a combinatiohthese)
Area of Significance: architecture, social higig@mommerce, etc, see Bulletin 16
Reason for Significance:
Include context for architectural nominations,,i‘eare example of
Italianate style within the town of Hammond.”
Include Period of Significance and why chosen ¢if already clear) for
Historical Nominations, i.e., “The period of signdnce ranges
from 1916 — 1945, the years in which the schoolateel.”

For Historical Nominations:
Following Paragraphs: Begin the historic contestieh
Develop the context as fully as you can. Sometinmntexts are long and
sometimes they are short, depending upon the duljmw you approach
the context will depend, partly, upon the levesignificance you are

claiming for the candidate and its history.

For a property of national significance:




Summarize the national history of the industry,rgéyvetc. Then move to
its history/context within Louisiana. Next, givédbaef review of the
history/development of the parish and/or town wtibeecandidate is
located. You can find many examples of these hestan the online
National Register database on our web site. Diwgsitate to copy the
wording exactly when it fits. Finally, discuss ttevelopment of the
event, industry, etc., and its impact, at that sker examples, see the
Shreveport Municipal Memorial Auditorium (Caddo Bh) and
Evergreen Plantation (St. John the Baptist Parishjinations in our
National Register database..

For a property with state significance,

Summarize the history/context of the candidate iwitlouisiana. Tell how
and why the industry, event (or whatever) develdpa@. Next, give a
brief review of the history/development of the garand/or town where
the candidate is located. You can find many exampf these histories in
the online NR database. Don'’t hesitate to copytbeling exactly when
it fits. Finally, discuss the development of tipesific event, industry,
etc., that the candidate represents and its ingatite state. For
examples, see the Cinclare Sugar Mill Historic es{West Baton
Rouge Parish) and Lutcher & Moore Lumber Compangddearters
Building (St. James Parish) nominations in our dlai Register
database..

For a property with local significance:

Discuss the history of the industry/event on tlageskevel. Next, relate
the history of the candidate’s development andnfsact at its local site.
Give as many details as you can regarding theryistcthe event and the
contribution it made. The emphasis should be wploythe property is
important locally. For an example, see the Jos¢gkurth, Jr. House
(Vernon Parish) nomination in our National Registatabase.

For Architectural Nominations:
For local level (parish or city/town) significance
Second Paragraph: Historical Background
Give a brief review of the history/developmentlod parish and/or
town where the candidate is located. The secorabpaph is

usually the best place to put this information.

Third and Following Paragraphs: Architectural Bgrdund



Louisiana’s federal reviewer requires a discussiotime applicable
style’s history, development nationally and localind its
characteristics. We have begun to develop thesmissions and
encourage you to use them. However, to date ofdyare ready.
We will continue to develop and share this matexgtime
permits. In the meantime, do not hesitate to clbmgth the
National Register staff about this content requea

Final Paragraphs: Architectural Significance

Describe the general architectural context ofattea in which the
candidate is located. How old is the building patmy? What
kinds of architectural styles are found there? iAggou can find
some examples in the online database.

Explain how the candidate fits into this contelklow many
examples are of the same style as the candidate?h@y poor
examples with only one or two motifs associatedlie style, or
are they highly developed examples with lots okanent?
Specifically name the best of these and describm thriefly.
Have they been altered? How does your candidsevizen
compared to the others like it? Is your candidbetiéer or not as
well developed s these? Washington wants to kmbwthe
candidate deserves to be listed while other, sirpilaperties do
not.

Sometimes the above is sufficient, but sometimasahsentence
is needed to summarize the case. It can be sjrbilidmot
identical to, the last sentence in the mitigatitatesnent in Part 7.

For state and national level significance:

We do not want a brief developmental history @ skate or the nation!
Instead, you might begin your discussion of théigectural style’s
developmental history and characteristics hereenTdontinue as outlined
above.



